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STYLING WITH

Rugs



Where to start?
size & shape
colour & pattern
fibre

Three Key points to consider:
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Scale
In good design, scale is important, so it is necessary to take
into consideration the dimensions of the space, as well as
the furniture that will sit on and around a rug when
choosing the right rug size. Think of it as an anchoring
point that brings your later chosen pieces together. 

By selecting the largest size rug possible you can for a
space, it can help create a luxe feel and actually make the
room appear larger.
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It is important to leave a “border” so that the rug doesn’t look like a wall-to-wall carpet. We suggest leaving at least
25cm margin from the wall to the edge of the rug. 
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When selecting the right size rug for a
lounge room, it should generally define
the area. Ideally all lounges and or seats as
well as coffee tables or footstools should
be on the rug, grounding the space and
creating a defined lounge area. A good
rule of thumb is to have a rug 10-20cm
wider than the sofa. If it isn’t possible to
have all the furniture on the rug, at least
the front legs of the lounge and or chairs
should sit on the rug to ground the space. 

Lounge room



Bedroom
When it comes to selecting the right size rug in a
bedroom, it is important to have enough space on
either side of the bed to step out onto the rug, with a
reasonable margin at the end of the bed. Generally we
suggest a 320x230 for under a queen-sized bed or
larger if space allows. If a space won’t allow for a full
sized rug, dual runners on either side of the bed are a
great alternative. Or an offset round rug for a room
with a single bed can be a great choice, breaking up
and softening the straight lines.
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Dining table
We recommend adding 120cm to the
length and width of a rectangular or
square table and 120cm to the diameter
of a round table. This will give 60cm for
each chair to pull out without coming
off the edge of the rug. 
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Colour & Pattern
Colour and pattern in a rug are often used to underline the
style of a space. They are a great starting point to
accentuate the overall design aesthetic. From sleek
contemporary options to more traditional patterned rugs,
right through to tribal shag pieces there is always a rug to
suit. The “safe” option is always to stick to a more subdued 

tone in something as large as a rug. However, going for
something with a more bold colour and/or pattern can be
an excellent way to make a true design statement.
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Will it be in a high traffic area?
Is the area a more formal space where there will be
limited foot traffic? 
Who will be using the space eg. children and/ or pets?

When it comes to deciding on the right fibre, there are a
number of important questions that need to be answered
before making a decision: 

Once these questions have been answered, along with 
 looking at the pros and cons of each of the different fibres,
this can help in the decision as to what to go for.
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Fibre



Man-made fibres are an excellent
affordable option that are non-shed and
relatively easy clean. The nature of the
fibre means they don’t absorb liquids
quickly, making spills easy to mop up.
They can also be more vigorously
vacuumed, which makes them a great
option in a family home. Points to
consider with polyester and polypropylene
are that colours can vary due to the
difficulty to accurately portray colours via
screens

Man-made fibres



Wool
Wool is a gorgeous natural fibre that has been loved
and used for thousands of years and its' beauty as a
floor covering is coveted by many. The benefits of using
a wool rug include a resilience of the fibre, which
means it recovers well after crushing from footfall,
natural heat retention and low flammability. Wool is
sometimes mixed with various man made fibres, such
as viscose, to provide a silkier feel. Points to consider
when purchasing wool rugs are that wool sheds, which
is the fibres way of renewing itself. Also that it is not
recommended to use a power or rotating headed
vacuum on a woollen rug as this can damage the fibres
and the weave.
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Jute
Jute is know for it's cool and silky feel
underfoot. With a resilient fibre
structure, they are a great option on
their own or for layering. Jute is also a
cost effective option with a great
organic look.Points to consider are the
fact that all natural fibres can shed and
these hand dyed and hand made rugs
can vary slightly in hue, weave and even
in size. Dyed jute is not colour fast in
strong sunlight and is an absorbent fibre
that is best not used in areas that may
experience spills. As with a wool rug it’s
important to vacuum jute and jute
blend rugs gently, not using a rotating
vacuum head as this will damage the
weave.
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